not be such a feature in Belgium and Scandinavia, where forceps have been largely displaced.
There is a frank discussion of 'failures' and of foetal damage and rare maternal injury, some of which relates to misuse of the vacuum extractor. This certainly does not constitute a condemnation of the instrument, for otherwise the forceps too could be condemned.
A case is made out for instruction of registrars in teaching units in proper use of the vacuum extractor as well as of the obstetric forceps. DONALD 
FRASER
The Child A Textbook for the Pmdiatric Team by John Rendle-Short MA MD MRCP MRACP DCH pp viii + 191 £2-25 Bristol: John Wright 1971 Like the curate's egg, parts of this slim volume are excellent. Here is a book for the pvdiatric team: 'speech therapists, physiotherapists, occupational therapists, medical social workers, dietitians, and even teachers in special kindergartens and hospital schools'. Professor Rendle-Short's declared intent is to give each member of the team a good acquaintanceship with the general management of children, both sick and well. Early chapters, dealing with the child in history, pediatric development, or the deprived or battered child, go far towards achieving this, for the author has a ready style and is capable of a telling line. 'Death is a tremendous event, and cannot just be hushed up or forgotten' must give pause to all concerned with the dying child.
Much less satisfactory is the potted padiatrics of the later chapters, epitomized by the gratuitous glossary; too superficial for the trained' physiotherapist, too pathological for the teacher, and irrelevant to the general management of the child. Yet a book for the pediatric team is badly needed. Further thought as to whom the book is for; some judicious pruning, balanced by considerable expansion of the two brief chapters on the frontier lands of poediatrics, concerning such matters as school phobia, truancy and dyslexia, or the disorders of communicationsubjects which cry out for a multidisciplinary approachmight yet bring Professor Secondly, there are now many effective agents with different actions, the administration of which requires skilful management. Thirdly, the use of chemotherapy as an adjuvant to surgery and radiotherapy makes a physician with this particular expertise an essential member of a team treating patients with cancer. This book provides an excellent summary of the various forms of chemotherapy used for different malignant diseases. The author mentions that in the future, combinations of drugs will undoubtedly be the best form of treatment for many diseases, and it is a pity that more space is not devoted to this subject. Similarly, a longer discussion of the management of complications of malignant disease would have been desirable, but no one author can encompass all aspects of the subject in a volume of this size. Indeed, Dr Cline is to be congratulated on covering such a wide range of tumours, and in particular for setting out so clearly the aims of treatment in each disease. He says that the book is designed for postgraduate students, house officers and practising physicians. It is also of value as a reference book for anyone interested in the chemotherapy of malignant disease.
G HAMILTON FAIRLEY
The Human Adipose Cell A Model for Errors in Metabolic Regulation by David J Galton MSC MD MRCP ppviii+220 £4 London: Butterworths 1971 Dr Galton is a consultant physician to St Bartholomew's Hospital and also holds an Msc in biochemistry.
His book, as its subtitle indicates, uses adipose tissue as an example to describe the principal metabolic pathways concerning fat and carbohydrate metabolism and especially their interrelationships and the way in which they are controlled. The work is a biochemical essay, attempting to give an overall view ofthis aspect ofmetabolism and including sections on the action of hormones and of certain drugs. It is clearly written and not overburdened with chemical detail, its only blemish being carelessness in writing formulas of reduced co-enzymes and phosphate groups at physiological pH; minor errors to be found, alas, in too many biochemical treatises. The book will appeal especially to today's younger clinician and to the medical student with further scientific training, for example an 'intercalated' BSc course.
Never, probably, has the average intellectual capacity and scientific interest of British medical students been so high as at present. The causes for this are partly social, the young swerving away from 'pure' science and towards a profession identified as unquestionably of value to humanity. This position is likely to be stabilized for some time by lack of openings in science, so that Dr Galton's book comes at an apt moment, for it is likely to be most attractive to the bright young recruits to medicine.
The price is rather high, but the work is well illustrated and contains a list of 664 references, many to excellent review articles. The fourth volume of this excellent series maintains the high standard of its precursors. The editors' plan is that the author of each contribution reviews the world literature on his subject, carefully analyses his own clinical material and on the basis of both presents his conclusions. They are to be congratulated on what has been achieved by this plan, as are the contributors to the present volume, which deals essentially with pidiatric neurosurgical problems but also with certain congenital lesions occurring in adults.
Two excellent sections deal with diagnostic methods. That on angiographic determination of ventricular size is an indication of what can be learned from informed study of angiograms of high quality. An excellent review deals with the developments in the diagnostic use of radioactive isotopes and their value in pediatric neurosurgery.
The problem of infantile hydrocephalus is fully dealt with and many will agree with the author's ethical approach to it. The other great neurosurgical problem in infancy, meningomyelocele, is carefully considered, though the emphasis is perhaps more on what can be done than on what should be done.
Excellent chapters deal with craniostenosis, diastematomyelia and congenital dermal sinuses. There is a good account of congenital cysts of the brain, although their description as arachnoidal malformations is not fully justified. An outstandingly good chapter deals with the radiological demonstration and classification of spinal cord arteriovenous malformations. This includes an excellent account of the circulation of the spinal cord.
A further excellent article on the same lesions deals with their diagnosis and surgical treatment, and there is more besides.
The book is beautifully produced and very well illustrated and, in spite of the fact that a number of the contributors' native tongues are other than English, the writing is without fault. This excellent volume deserves to be very widely read. Virginia 1971 Bristol: John Wright This volume contains the first translation into English of Philipp Wegener's 'The Life of Speech', a monograph based on lectures delivered in Germany in 1883 and 1884. In the leisurely, perspicuous style that marks the work of so many original thinkers of that time, he emphasizes the role of psychologicalincluding unconscious processes beneath the grammarian's surfaceanatomy of language. He may have been heralding Chomsky's study of 'deep structures', but he was also preparing philology for those mental mechanisms that were to be disclosed by Freud and others in the next half-century. 'The Life of Speech' must surely be a classic milestone in the history of linguistics and specialists will be grateful for its appearance in English.
The rest of the book is taken up by another work of almost equal length: 'Language Disorder in Mental Disease' by Professor D W Abse. This is a scholarly account of psychodynamic, especially Freudian concepts, as they apply to the phylogeny and ontogeny of language. An unusually wide range of literary and scientific sources are drawn upon. However, it should be noted that although the breakdown of verbal communication in hysteria and schizophrenia are considered in some detail a comprehensive review of language disturbance in disease is not provided. Altogether this is a handsome volume, but one for which most medical readers will need a dictionary. J J FLEMINGER Respiratory Function in Disease by David V Bates MD FRCP(C) FRCP, Peter T Macklem BA MD CM FRCP(C) and Ronald V Christie MD MSC DSC FACP FRCP 2nd ed pp xxi + 584 illustrated £1020 Philadelphia &c.: WB Saunders 1971 This is the second edition of a book which has already become established as a source of reference and instruction, particularly for clinicians who wish to understand more about respiratory function. This new edition maintains the excellence of the first and is enhanced by
